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Remembrance and Reunion: A Celebration of Life
The 18" Annual international Conference of Child Survivors
Dearborn, Michigan, August, 2006

The International Conference of the

World Federation in Dearborn, Michigan
was a great success, bringing together over
600 attendees from all over the world. The
host committee, headed by chairman Rene
Lichtman, and thélidden Child-Child
Survivors of Michigamgroup did a fantastic
job creating and organizing this wonderful
experience for uur gratitude goes to all.

Letter from Our President

TOGETHER IN ISRAEL
Save the Dates — November 5 — 8, 2007 — Jerusalem

Dear Sisters and Brothers, My Dear Friends,

“Together in Israel” , our 19" annual conference, will take place in
Jerusalem November 5th to November 8th, 2007. We look forward to this event
with great joy and enthusiasm and anticipate a most meaningful time together!

Our past conferences have all been successful and gathered more and more
people over the years. Being together in Israel, so symbolic of our survival, will
have special significance to fill our hearts and souls. It will be an opportunity for
Child Survivors in Israel and in all other countries to come together.

Child Survivors everywhere, even those who have never before been to a
conference, and Second and Third Generation members are all looking forward
to coming to Jerusalem.

The conference will present prominent speakers, seminars and workshops, as
well as opportunities to relax and meet other participants. In addition, we will
have a very special all-day program at Yad Vashem.

The Conference Committee, led by Daisy Miller, is comprised of people in the
U.S. and in the Netherlands, and a team in Israel headed by Alex Orli of YESH.
They have been working hard to make the best possible arrangements at the
most favorable cost.

This conference will truly be a coming together of our family, for that is what we
have become to one another.

Our website will be in place and a registration packet will be mailed to you soon.
Both will have detailed information and registration options.

With all my very best wishes for a wonderful gathering,
Until we embrace - This Year in Jerusalem!

WFJCSH, PO Box 98005, Seattle, WA 98139-0008ephone: 248-932-1835 E-miaitfjcsh@mindspring.comwebsite www.wfjcsh.org

A 501 (c) (3) non-profit organization in the USA
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The following pages contain summaries of the presentations by noté@ispetithe Dearborn conference. We believe we have
done some justice to these speeches and to the spirit in whichdheeyelivered. For the full texts, please refer to our website
www.wfjcsh.org.

Child Survivors and Children of Survivors: ethos was assimilation”. In the 1950s and early 1960s,
A 30-Year International Perspective survivors, especially child survivors, “were urged to shed
By Helen Epstein their accents, forget their past and become indistinguishable
i from children of their new countries. They responded eagerly
ood Shabbes, Boker Tov, Bonjour, Dobry ... because of their great need and desire to
Den! Helen Epstein greeted her audience of belong.”
several generations and many nationalities,
who are, nevertheless, united through lives marked In Manhattan, Helen’s parents sent her to Sunday
and shaped by World War IL. school; they “wanted me to know what being

, . . Jewish entailed. But ... my friends had been told
Helen’s own life was shaped by this legacy. She not to stare at the tattoo on my mother's arm and

was born in post-war Prague to parents who were not to ask questions.” Even Jewish Americans did not want to
the sole survivors of their families, spent her formatives/ealistan to Holocaust stories because such discussions

in Manhattan and went to college in Israel. She married @eminded them of their own vulnerability as well as of
French Jew and her extended family includes members @f|5iives left behind in Europe.”

diverse religious and national background. “All these

relationships condition my thinking about issues central t§!€dia played a “tremendous role in validating survivor expe-
our community,” she says. rience and dramatizing the death of the European Jewish

. . _ L __community.” Magazines, famous radio newsmen, and books,
| don't wake up every morning thinking about Auschwitzg oy a5 th@iary of Anne Frank1951), and Exodus(1958)
-..[But] questions such as: what would I do if my children'sjiq much to publicize the events of the Holocaust. At that
lives were threatened? Or: would | hide a friend who needgg e jews had little public presence in American media.
shelter if thp:) penalty was death? Would my friend do theyany neighborhoods and some entire American towns were
same for me? are never far from my consciousness. still barring Jews, businesses discriminated against Jews, uni-
In the late 1960s when Helen, a journalist, was working foversities practiced quotas for Jewish students.” Refugees,
the Jerusalem Post in Israel, “ ‘victims of the Holocaust’ — fopften calledgreenersneeded to be Americanized quickly.

victim was still the word used to describe them — kept thelye gichmann trial in 1961 focused world attention on Nazi
stories to themselves. .VICtIthOd, part_lcularly in Israel, WaStrocities against Jews and tservivor community finally
shameful, not §ometh_|ng to be advertised.” “The New JeWacame “a collective public presence”. “I remember sitting
was... idealized; the Diaspora Jew ... discredited. HoIocau%ith my parents before our television set, understanding that

survivors were expected to "shed their pasts, transcend thegmething deeply private had become public,” said Helen.
limitations and model themselves on the new lIsraeli proto- ] } , o i
type: the Sabra”. The forming of survivors’ groups, the raising of collective

) i ) ) consciousness by the civil rights and the women’s move-
Survivors built new lives after the war. Some settled in CIOS?nents the Six Day Wan 1967 andthe two landmark mini-

communities, others remained isolated. Zionists immigrategs jesrootsand Holocaustall contributed to the reexamina-
to then Palestine, others journeyed to various other countrigg,n of Jewish identity and brought to the forefront the Holo-
Quite a few established new lives as Christians. caust. The era “of the Holocaust as hot topic” had begun.

Wartime experiences ranged from years in concentratiqniyersities began offering Holocaust-related courses, sur-
camps or ghettoes to shorter stints in labor brigades; frof,ors embarked on writing their memoirs, cities built monu-
moving about the city streets with false papers to hiding il ants. The U.S. Holocaust Museum opened in Washington,
holes, unable to move. “Some had survived with a mother @ - « \vords likeconcentration camp, kapo, gdmages of
father or sister or friend; others, entirely alone” smokestacks, cattle casd ovens... have become part of
Survivors “tried to get back to normal life as quickly as pospublic discourse”. Not long ago a demanding boss was called
sible... kept their problems within the family, believing thata “slave-driver.” Now, he’s “the office Nazi”. “The swastika
they would find little understanding in the postwar world. Fohas become an all-purpose symbol of oppression, routinely
the most part, they were right.” used... by all kinds of political groups...”lran’s president

;; delivering the same lines that Hitler once delivered:slew
% to be hunted down and eliminated. We are plunged into a
lived after the war, as illustrated by Helen's own family. re : piung

cousin was raised in communist Prague, “in ignorance aboffisis- How do we d|s_t|ng_U|sh past from present Are we
his Jewish identity". The French-Romanian parents 01feI|V|ng the 1930s? Or is this something completely different?

Helen’s husband were also silent about his family history. Who is the victim, who is the Perpetrator and who is the
bystander? Whom can we trust?

It was a little easier for survivors in the U.S., yet here too “theanti-Semitic rhetoric has reached a level that our generation

Their connection to Judaism was determined by where th
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has until now not experienced in real time and anti-SemititPessimism is a luxury that we cannot indulge.”
violence has reached a new level as well”. To illustrate the optimistic spirit of young Israelis, she noted

“This atmosphere is particularly disturbing to our survivorthat during the Israeli-Lebanon fighting, the Ghetto Fighters’

community, which is acutely attuned to phenomena wMuseum(LohameiHaGhetta'ot)near the Lebanese border,
recognize from our traumatic recent history.” was kept open even though constant rocket barrages were

) o ) ~hitting the nearby kibbutz. It was considered as a symbol of
How do we assess the situation accurately, differentiating ewish resistance. The visitors to the museum: a militaty uni
from events in our past? Can we act more effectively? Hoynat was among the first to fight the Hezbollah. They came to

do we manage the anxiety provoked by such disturbinghe Museum for guidance and inspiration.
events? What can we do?”

Whatever decision we come to as individuals and as Rlease visitvwww.helenepstein.confor more information on
community, Helen Epstein urges us to remain optimisticHelen Epstein's books and speaking dates.

Welcoming the Shabbat We could have danced all night...

EUAS Greetings

I he European Association of Jewish Child Survivors of the Holocaust, foumd&adgue in 2000, is a member of the
World Federation but focuses on specific European survivor issues anenpsokilreated through the powerful bond of
people who suffered a similar fate under the Nazis, surviveddtih@caust, and, for various reasons, stayed in Europe, the

organization today encompasses 14 groups with close to 15,000 members.

The 2006 EUAS conference was organized byAssociation of Holocaust Survivors in Croasiad took place in Zagreb and

at a Jewish Summer Camp on the Adriatic Sea. It was attend#eldgates of member chapters as well as representatives of
countries that are candidates for membership in EUAS, e.g. SerbidaBasd othersAmong the opening-night guests were
Israeli and Croatian dignitaries and officials of the Jewish community #Zagreb and other Croatian cities.

Dr. Melita Svob’s keynote addreddplocaust Survivors and the New Eurppeas followed by group reports, seminars and
dialogues. The major theme of the conference was Holocaust educatien. i€3ties focused on the social, medical and
financial needs of survivors in Eastern and Central Europe. Cymajects of the EUAS include Ratabase of Jewish Child
Survivors driven by Hidden Child-Praha, aReéstitution and Compensation Databasallected by Hidden Child Slovakia.

The conference resolved to request that the Claims Confereneasache percentage of compensation to Holocaust survivors
in Europe, equalize the amount of contributions from CEEF to EaateinWestern European countries, and adjust the
conditions of compensation according to historical facts (e.g. Hungary, Slovakia).

The successful conference lived up to all expectations. “We adhiewegoal to strengthening the unity of the last generation
of Holocaust survivors” said Peter Volko.

For the first time my twin sister joined me at a Conference

By Dolly Tiger
olly, an active member of the Montreal and pain we carried for decades,” wrote
Child Survivors/Hidden Children group is Dolly. She praised the excellent workshop
a regular attendee at our conferences. How- leader who got them through difficult
ever, her twin sister, Marianne, has never come moments. Marianne’s art workshop “pro-
before. That is until this year, when Dolly, at last, duced a remarkable picture that was full of
was able to convince Marianne to come to Dear- pain in the past and hope for the future,”
born. The sisters got a lot out of the workshops that The sisters are already planning their next

served as a “bonding experience that eased a load conference in Jerusalem.
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The Madness of our Contemporary World As religious extremism achieved greater intensity within the
Moslem world, anti-Semitism has been on the rise throughout

_ _the European Continent.
M ichael Berenbaum says that our world today ISAlthough the President of France claimed that anti-Semitism

By Michael Berenbaum

mad “When the President of Iran says that the . . . .
Holocaust did not happen and the President of GelS alien to the values of liberty, equality and fraternity, the
many responds: ‘Oh yes it did and we know because we didil
and we cannot face our future without admitting the crime

our past.’ This is madness.”

uslims who ‘fesidein France but are not of Francefiave
creased their anti-Semitic activities. “Only belatedly has
rench officialdom begun to recognize that [this] will spell
the doom of France...unless these populations assimilate
“Who should deny the Holocaust? Clearly, the President dfrench values and become part of French culture.”

Germany; after all, his nation is stained by that crime. “Arab residents of the European countries, regard the inten-

Whereas, Dr. Berenbaum says, the President of Iran has &iey of European opposition to Israel lanseto attack in-

reason to deny the Holocaust, for his country digenous Jews”. “ Any talk of the illegitimacy
had not been tainted by the Holocaust, in fact, of the State of Israel is translated as the
it had been a peaceful haven for its Jewish illegitimacy of Jews — everywhere”

population during the Shoah and even

. > Dr. Berenbaum described a new wave of
provided some relief to refugees from Europe.

European nationalism coupled with anti-

Berenbaum contends that Holocaust denial in Americanism and anti-globalism that has
the Moslem world is different than Holocaust created an atmosphere where “Jews are seen as
denial in the West. agents of globalism and shapers of American policy, a priv-
Antisemitism in the New Millennium ileged constituency within the American power structure.”

“Like many of my generation”, says Dr. Berenbaum, “I onceAmerica is Still Different

thought that anti-Semitism was a problem of the past, or®Br. Berenbaum argues that “in the United States anti-

resolved in my lifetime by the generation that preceded min&emitism is comparatively tame, despite the prevalence of
| thought that my children could grow up without knowing itsJews in areas where traditional ...conspiracy theorists sought
reality. Unfortunately, | was wrong.” to explain Jewish domination.”

In the 1980s it seemed that discrimination against Jews wa$e religious profile of 2% century America is much more
just a bad memory of the past. A generation of young Jewfiverse than before, with the dramatic growth of Islam, other
“had seen the barriers to advancement of Jews within tiastern religions and secularism. “Still the place of Jews in
United States disappear, there was nothing they cmtlde, the United States is secure for the foreseeable future”.
nowhere that they couldot travel, and nothing they could We are not in the 1930s

not achieve from the Presidency of Harvard, Princeton and

Yale to nomination for the Vice Presidency of the United’Not every Jewish vulnerability is the vulnerability of the
States ... without changing their name, masking their identitidolocaust and not every enemy is Adolf Hitler”, states Dr.
or even limiting their observance of Jewish rituals.” Berenbaum. While “during World War Il Hitler ruled most of

. . Europe, in his last years Arafat could not move more than
By the end of the 2Dcentury, “it seemed as if peace in IsraeI%50 yards from his battered headquarters.”

was but a matter of time and Jews could be a ‘normal’ peoplg,

a nation whose survival was granted...” “Israel wasToday,” says Berenbaum, “Jews are an empowered people.”
productive and prosperous, secure and stable and Jews evgg/ae| has one of the most powerful armies in the world. The
where were experiencing the joys of freedom. American Jewish community has wealth, power and influ-

Enter the new millennium! “The peace process collapse®nce, although it is not quite as powerful as the anti-Semites
Oslo was replaced by Intifada Il, which now seems tame iaroclaim. Jews, present in government, industry, academia
comparison to ... militant Islam. Anti-Semitism has explodecind the media, face virtually no barriers to career advance-
within the Moslem world...” “The results have been bad; thenent. “We are not the Jews of the thirties and we are not
trends are worse.” hesitant to advance Jewish issues to the very center of the

- . . . American National Agenda.”
Religious Extremism, European Antisemitism ' ' g

Toward the end of the ¥Ccentury, many Western European In the 22" century it has become evident that power will not

oo ) be in the hands of those who control resources, e.g. Arab oil,
countries imported massive numbers of yogugst workers but in the hands of those who manage and control infor-

mostly from Muslim countries. This ever-growing Muslim mation. Jews, both in Israel and the United States are well

ggspilrjrlfiilg?igh hoe\llvttee\:ﬁ;’ fgﬁilig?ttgog%v;?cgrﬁ '?ﬂgrﬁg? d:riﬁ)ositioned to benefit from the information revolution. On the
P ' y other hand, populations in Muslim countries feel disem-

the countries of Europe, but have not become Europeans”. powered and are socially unprepared for this development.
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“Islam, which had been at the center of philosophy anthe Goldhagen debate clarified that Nazis received
science, which had brought forth classical thought to the Daskide-spread cooperation, the new generation of Germans
Ages in partnership with the Jews living under Islam, hadaced the questions that their parents were too polite to ask of
shut itself off from science, closed itself to outside ideas.their grandparents.

And those ideas are the source of power in tiec2tury.

After the Holocaust, “The innocent feel guilty and the guilty
In the Shoah, Jews learned a fundamental lesson: powémnocent.”

lessness invites victimization. With the establishment of,
Israel, it was assumed that “power would end victimizatio

and a land and state would end vulnerability. They have nNot., ¢ neytrality facilitated the economy of the Third Reich ...
The painful lesson learned in recent years is that “Israel cdirance spoke ofesistanceand then had to faceollab-

fuel the flames of anti-Semitism, not only quench its firesoration. By seeing the Jews as the new Nazis, it frees Europe
Empowerment has not ended Jewish vulnerability.” of the burden of its past and cleanses it of its responsibility.”

ustria portrayed itself as the first of the Nazi victims
"Switzerland saw itself as heroically neutral [then] discaVvere

Dr. Berenbaum pointed out that “The most extreme antibr. Berenbaum stated most emphatically that in the recent
Semitism is found today in countries where Jews no longevar with Lebanon “Israel did not commit a genocide.”
reside, and however bad the situation is in France, its Jewislsrael's bombing was accurate and it was precise. Specific
community is not vulnerable to state-sponsored systematiuildings were hit but not indiscriminately. The West has yet
murder.” Still, the times are depressing. to figure out how to morally attack an enemy who hides
gmong civilians and uses women and children as shields. But

The generation that “saw Israel emerge as a military pow ) .
and a potential economic powerhouse, and experienced ¢ ISraelis faced the dilemma and responded carefully,

collapse of anti-Semitism as a factor in American life” ist'ough not always perfectly.”
“unable to explain why the Jewish state became the pla¢tsrael has the power. Lebanon could have become a parking
where Jews are most vulnerable.” lot. It has the provocation. Thousands of rockets were direct-

Yet, says Dr. Berenbaum, to compare the current situation f'(i at its citizens. Aralc_J _and Iranian Ieaders_a_r_e speaking of

the “30s is to “cede to our enemies a power they do not have®eath to the Jews.” Suicide bombers target civilians and Jews
i o ) everywhere. But Israel responds with restraint.”

“It is to invite upon ourselves not only the nightmare of our,

own times, but also the absolute darkness of another time an
another place that is not our own and bears no resemblanceé’@ne need not offer a blanket defense of every Israeli
our own. Those who do so manifest considerable ignoraneetion—or even of the wisdom of the war—to deny the
of those times and misinterpret our own”. attacks against Israel by its enemies, by Europeans, by the
media and even by human rights organizations”

arael has the opportunity, but it does not avail itself of it.”

“I neither wish to condone or to minimize contemporary anti
Semitism nor to presume for a moment that Jews are nie are in an enduring struggle... But remember that wars
vulnerable today. To state that something is not the Holocaustfer opportunities for diplomacy. We will not know for a

... Is not to prescribe complacency.” long while the outcome of this war. And therefore, most

Dr. Berenbaum suggests, “It seems blatantly clear that we dHfigments are premature.”
without a strategy. We don't quite know what we want toAnd What About Us?

achieve or how to achieve it and ... we have empowered, gerenhaum described our times as a moment of trans-

extremists who alone seem able to determine the agenda. Afdy, "syrvivors are aging and soon, the transition from lived

because we can't decide what to do, we are ... not proaCt'Vememory to historical memory will be complete.

What's at Stake in Muslims Denying the Holocaust? Addressing child survivors, he pointed out that we are the last
Dr. Berenbaum argues that Western deniers deny the Holeyewitnesses. “You no longer have to compete for your place
caust in order to rehabilitate the reputation of Germany and to the chain of memory, it is yours, unchallenged; for those
restore the good name of its people, whereas the goal who were adults are now frail and time is their enemy. It is
Islamic deniers is: appropriate that you joined with the second generation who
@are heirs to a distinguished legacy, but whose status on the
hain of memory will only be secure, will only be respected if
they assume the responsibilities of memory. Otherwise, the
institutions that have been established will assume the

To delegitimize Europe, which perceives itself as th
antithesis of the Nazis, ... welcoming of the outsider an
deeply committed to human rights and human dignity,

antidote to another Holocaust. soulless institution is a golem, a betrayal of memory and
They equate Jews with Nazis and “are empowered in dangerous to the cause.”
this task by Europeans.” “Now is the time for both communities to step forward and to

After the Shoah, Germans implied that there were but a fe@mbrace that responsibility.
Nazis and many more good Germans. But in the 1990s, Wh@hot now, when?”
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Awards
Dr. Meyer Green, Liberator Jews Rescuing Jews Committee Roman Kent, Stefanie Seltzer
U.S. Army Chana Arnon, Stefanie Seltzer, llana Drucker

They simply did not tell their children. How many behaved

Rabbi Michael Schudrich so? Estimates are in the tens of thousands.

An Interview In 1989, the collapse of the communist system brought about
ho is a Jew in Poland? major economic, political and social changes. Suddenly,
Rabbi Schudrich responds: previously taboo questions could be asked. Members of the
“There are many more post-war generations, wondering why parents or grandparents

Poles with Jewish roots than anyone had no living relatives, began to think that they probably had

imagined.” He met young Jews at the university there in thgewish roots. While many Poles were killed by the Germans,
1970s and 1980s. He met survivors who talked about familyn entirenon-JewisHamily would not have been wiped out.
members or childhood friends in Poland. It was clear thaf

he Way Back

there were many Jews there .St'”'. The young peop_le deser}f?abbi Schudrich tells of the young people who come to see
our attention. They were denied information by their paren im and say: “I think | am Jewish. My mother has no living

and gran_dparents a_nd were persecuted by their own gove%iatives, however remote.” “Since 1989, thousands of Poles
ment, while the Jewish world was unaware that they ex'Stedhave discovered their Jewish roots.” Some truly did not

Jewish Organizations know, others knew but chose to hide it.
In Rabbi Schudrich’s estimation there are at least 20,0

Jews in Poland. Only a small percentage is associated w(?flg
Jewish organizations, which include th#ion of Jewish
Communities, Union of Jewish Studeatsl theAssociation
of the Children of the Holocaust the child survivor group.

ose born after 1938 had no Jewish education, whether they
me from a religious family or not. Those who came from
the former Soviet Union are even worse: no Jewish education
was permitted there since 1917.

Rabbi Schudrich related several individual stories: a lawyer
whose 89 year old mother “never had the occasion” to tell

;9% L X ; " im about being Jewish, the granddaughter who confronted
histaric responsibility of preserving a glorious past.” He S&YRer mother about their Jewishness when her grandmother
that “if Polish politics don't get too bad, and the economy

keeps up, the community will grow”, even if some wiill Ieaveloass'ed away, the young formein-head(neo-Nazi) couple
pS up, y 9 ’ ~who discovered that both of them came from Jewish families,

rg;rrl]si;aeléngzgrgrésa;uI%/soynger generation now which She granddaughter of the president of the Senate and his
9 ' Jewish wife, insisting on abat mitzvaheven though her
The Holocaust and its Aftermath grandparents did not want to hold a public ceremony.

Ninety percent of the nearly 3.5 miliion Jews of Pre-walory;q phenomenon cannot be described as assimilation but

Poland had been murdered in the Holocaust. Of the survivolr]§ils to be seen as an expression of fear Between 1939 and
who returned, the majority left soon after the war: most dic1989 a Jew could not fegl safe in Poland

not want to live in a country where their families were
murdered and where anti-Semitism was still rampanilThe Current Rebuilding of Community Life

Thousands of Jews were killég Polesin brutal pogroms in - One “can now find some of the basic elements of Judaism”
the first years after the war. says Rabbi Schudrich. Community life has strengthened:
g1ere are prayer services, Talmud studies, Jewish schools,
outh groups, adult education, magazines, and newsletters. In
/arsaw there is a ritual slaughterer and a kosher store.

“Polish Jewry”, says Schudrich, “[is] a tiny community
struggling with reasserting its Jewish identity and with th

The surviving Jews tried to restart a community but by 194
many had left. There was another great exodus in 195
followed by the 1968-69 expulsion of Jews. “Thereafter,
almost all Jews who stayed in Poland stopped being Jewish.”
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The Jewish Heritage the Catholic hierarchy is still quite anti-Semitic.

“Preservi.ng the Jewish heritage is a r_najoy task for a Smjhe second reasorfor the change was Poland’s admiration
community.” Presently the most pressing issues have 10 g, we pited States, even if it has declined in the last two
with the preservation of at least 1400 Jewish cemeteries, f%ars due to the Iraq war. Many Poles thought that, if they
which the community has no resources. wanted to emulate the United States, they could not be anti-
In addition, there are a large number of unmarked mas3emites because that was not politically correct there.
graves. “We regularly get information from people who tell
us that before they die, they want us to know that Jews
buried in a certain place,” says Schudrich, who wants to *

The third reason is more speculative. Among the younger
alfaneration there is a rejection of everything their parents and
) randparents stood for. They believe the opposite of the older
mbl_”e to _those Wh_o were murderednd make sure that generation, which was communist and anti-Semitic. Besides
their physical remains are properly protected. being a fad, there is a growing understanding that the Jews
Polish-Jewish Relations were part of the Polish landscape and that the Germans killed
“Since 1989 official Poland wants to re-examine its relationthem, to some extent with Polish collaboration. This painful
with the Jews. There are three reasons for thaprocess also leads to a feeling of obligation to perpetuate
The first one is the teachings of Pope John Paul I, whichJewish memory.”

had a huge impact in both changing Poland and the Cathol§,e current Government

Church. “One might say that he did more to fight antipapni Schudrich then described the current Polish political
Semitism than any other human being in the past 2,00Gy,at0n, which is not very promising for Jews. The leading

years.” But, Rabbi Schudrich says “the Church had been thg,jitical party is right-of-center, and although originally pro-
major force promoting hatred during that period. Israeli and not anti-Semitic, it is now in coalition with

“In recent years it has become widely known that during thextreme left and extreme right factions.

war there had been horrible murders of Jews initiated angne anti-Semites have thus been empowered. Many Poles
executed by Poles. want them out of the government.”

“The most publicized case is the mass murder of perhaps @§ne is always inclined to stay out of internal Polish political

many as 1500 Jews in a small north-eastern village, in Jujepates. The lIsraeli ambassador, David Peleg, said on
1941...[by] their Polish neighbors, who knew them well. television that Israel would be boycotting [that party's

A Moving Response leader].” “l supported the ambassador ... he was right.”
“The response to these revelations by the country was

moving.” Many people were willing to realize that some
Poles had been murderers out of their own initiative. Th
response of the Catholic Church was less forthcoming. Part

New York born Rabbi Michael Schudrich has been the
glhief Rabbi of Poland since 2004.

Miracles Still Happen

Reunited with Rescuers older brother was making a speech, and | said to the younger
By Henri Obstfeld brother: ‘I am the nephew of the people who your parents had
o , : . hidden!" His surprise was obvious. When the older brother
raditionally, the conference's last gala dinner is fol o \'g oo his talk, | explained to him also where | fitted in.
lowed by an Awards Ceremony in which we honorl must add that | have no idea what he had said in his speech
liberators, rescuers and other heroes who played P

. . . I : because my emotions were running too high.”
important roles in the lives of Shoah victims or survivors. y 9 9

Among the awardees this year were two brothers, originallfhe Blom brothers, their wives, Henri and his wife, Dorothy
from Holland, who were presented a plaque to commemorag@ent the rest of the evening together, talking about their
their late parents’ courageous deeds of rescuing and hiditiges, “being amazed, not believing that we had been destined
Jews in World War Il Holland. As the older of tli/dlom to meet here, so unexpectedly. One brother said: ‘It's just as
brothers related the story of how his parents had hiddenifawe have met new relatives!”” What an amazing world!”
Jewish dentist and his wife, by the name of Vreedenburg,

Henri Obstfeld, a VP of the World Federation, who is also Esther
originally from Holland, was startled and exclaimed to his

. Posner
wife: “That's my uncle and aunt!!” “Now the nani&lom :

: with the
started to ring bells loudly and clearly! Of course | knew that brothers
name. It had been mentioned numerous times by my aunt and Blom and
uncle after the war. Now, the memories started flooding back, Henri

with great emotion!” “| walked up to the stage where the
g P g Obstfeld
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hardly breathe.” First Max had no idea who this man was but
when he stepped back and studied the man’s face, he burst

Following the closing into tears and said: “You are Alef Dykstra, my foster cousin

Meeting a Foster Cousin
By Max Arpels Lezer

ceremony of the during the war. | hqve not seen you in 60 years, since | left

conference, a large my foster parents in Friesland.” “What, on earth are you
group of participants visit- doing here?” asked Max “Don’t tell me you came all the way
ed the new Detroit Holo- rom Holland to Detroit looking for me!”

caust Museum. As Max Max explained to the other people who were standing around
Lezer, a vice-president of them who this man was. They all had tears in their eyes.

the”WE)erd Federation frc;]m “The funny thing is,” said Max, “from the moment | recog-
Holland, was viewing the ;o4 my foster cousin | immediately started to speak the

e_xhibits, someone called him over to meet a group of D”FCIBrisian language, which | had not spoken in a long time.”
visitors who happened to be at the museum at the same time.

As Max approached, he spotted some of the Dutch attendd¥dx found out that his foster family came to the museum to

of the conference already in conversation with an oldet€arch in the library for the whereaboutsaabtherJewish
couple and a younger woman. person who was in hiding in their village. Max and his
y . new/old family spent the rest of the afternoon talking,
When | was about _flve meters away, _the man walked up t%atching up with the stories of their lives.
me stretched out his hand and pointing at me he shouted: ) N

‘YOU ARE MAX LEZER !! | recognized you immediately.” And so, a miracle happened to Max “on that specific Monday
Then he threw his arms around me, hugged me and kissed Afternoon, August 27in that specific place the Detroit Holo-

on both cheeks. He pressed me to his chest so that | cogRUSt Museum”— he found his foster cousin after 60 years.

emerged because the historical pathways of the two groups

Child Survivors and Chlldren of Survivors of diverged after the War.” They “speak different languages not
the Holocaust in Russia only in the linguistic sense, but also in interpreting the
By Svetlana Shklarov meanings of seemingly similar events and experiences.”
urvivors who had lived their post- Soviet Holocaust survivors were deprived of the right to
Holocaust years in the Soviet Union openly recognize their losses and to honor the memory of
have never been able to tell about their those who did not survive. Their stories became invisible.
past, says Svetlana, a Second Generation No memorials were allowed to be built, even at the sites of
member from Russia, whose mother is a mass killings. The Holocaust is ignored by Soviet political
child survivor. Their memories of the Holo- science and history, and the theme of psychic trauma was
caust were silenced; their identities remained practically absent from medical and other academic litera-
hidden for many years. They had never been identified agre in Russia until recently. “People did not expect the
Holocaust survivors system to provide any kind of acknowledgement or

“These survivors and their children remained immersed in thigSychological support for their psychic wounds.”

Soviet culture and Russian language, shared Russia’s histaeiven the wordssurvivor and Holocaustare relatively new

cal turmoil, and often became subject to severe discriminaticand rare in the ordinary Russian vocabulary. “How can one
and secondary trauma.” They were also isolated for decadescount events and feelings for which no words exist?” Soviet
as a result, Western Jewry knew little about this diverse growurvivors “have managed to adjust to living between the
of people “with a rich culture and an important history”. world of their proud Jewish survivor’s identity and the world

Svetlana spoke of the profound divergence between Sovigf Soviet domination.”

and Western Jewish histories and cultures. “Soviet JewryThey often continue living between worlds, “both in their
while identifying as Jews, did not have a clear idea of whahinds and on the outside.” They “have ample experiences of
that could mean in their own lives”. “When Soviet Jewsheing and feelingifferent Once again, on this continent,
began to arrive in the West, the expectation was that theiey often find themselves non-affiliated with any formal
would be ‘Jewish’ in the traditional Eastern European senssolitical, religious, or social groups. Their quiet, self-
or in the contemporary Western or North American senseufficient and proud non-belonging may be, for many, a
Since neither of these expectations proved true, Soviet Jewabitual way of adjustment to the social environment. Once
were seen as different”. again they see and accept without much analysis the barriers

There seems to be an unexpected barrier between the Ndpffween themselves and the mainstreativers They are
American Jewish communities and Soviet émigrés, includingSed to the others not wanting to hear their stories, and may
the two respective groups of Holocaust survivors. “It is noEven consider it most comfortable to only share their thoughts
only the language that creates barriers between the Russi&f0ng themselves. Do they wish to retell? Is It important for
speaking and English-speaking Jews. The differences have the others to hear? If only we knew how to ask.
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Where Are We Sixty-One Years Later? never be enough” have provided “a symbolic gesture of
acknowledging culpability for a crime against
humanity.” “Holocaust commemorations, Holocaust
Eva Fogelman began her address with the tragic story efducation, oral history projects, have added to the validation

By Eva Fogelman

a young American, Michael Levine, who made Aliyahand enhancing the potential for future generations to
three years ago at age 18, entered the Israeli Defenggmember”.
Forces, became a first sergeant in a paratroopers’ brigade, a,wl

was killed in the recent war in Lebanon. Michael was a 3G."" <" the second and third and fourth generation cannot be
. . ' complacent,” advises Ms. Fogelman. “Just because Steven
his grandparents are camp survivors.

Spielberg conducted 50,000 interviews with survivors it does
Although not all members of the second and third gen-eratiofiot mean that all have been interviewed. There are still others
“are informed by a moral compass to save the who want to share their story. They need a

Jewish people” said Dr. Fogelman, most of vehicle.”

them are characterized by very strong feelings
of empathy towards pain and suffering. She
cited findings that indicate that they go into the
helping professions in much larger numbers
than their peers whose grandparents are
American born Jews.

“Child survivors were an afterthought. No one
thought they could verbalize their experiences”
Eva expressed gratitude to the late Dr. Judith
and Milton Kestenberg, and Myriam Abram-
owitz for giving child survivors a voice and for
bringing hidden children “out of hiding.”

EgﬁvggalIe%gurgiieuugerggﬁ'v eegnze;/r?éall:)‘;?;:"igma durin “Though some are still in hiding; hiding their Jewish identity,
R 9 N ’ qiiding their pain, hiding their fears, hiding their love,” she

e e e o e o . Bul many f Yo hve come o of g A gaineing
Holocaust 9 such as this gets new people to come out of hiding every year.

' And thanks to Helen Epstein and Menachem Rosensaft for
“Indeed, sixty-one years after liberation, survivor voices ar@iving [the] second generation a voice ... for expression of

important to be heard not only about the Jewish life that wagoral responsibility.”

des_troyed, the.persecution of the Jews, but also to talk abqyt. Fogelman advised the second, third and fourth
rebirth and resilience,” Dr. Fogelman stressed. generations not to be complacent, for they have to finish the
Survivors, having suffered terrible traumatic experienced@sks began by the survivors, especially in the area of
were expected never to regain psychological equilibrium. DHolocaust education. “I cannot stress enough that future
Fogelman told of post-Holocaust concerns expressed by B8gnerations need to continue to monitor what is being
Gurion who was hesitant to bring traumatized andaught” she warned, recounting the lies contained in the
“emotionally disturbed” survivors to [then] Palestin¥et, Propaganda writings of Holocaust deniers.

“fifty percent of those who fought for the independence of th\ word of caution to future generations, however: Jewish

State of Israel were survivors.” parents should raise their children giving them “a positive
Dr. Fogelman referred to several significant studies of Holodewish identity” rather than inject them with the idea of
caust survivors. One study indicated that in spite of havingeternal victimhood”. Jewish history must be a celebration
less education, survivors faired better financially than thef Jewish religious and cultural life.

control group of Canadian Jews who were not in Europ
during World War Il. Research also demonstrated that chil
abuse and other criminal behavior were rare among survivort%
although according to recent findings, children who ar
abused in early childhood often become abusers themselve

iting from the Book of Deuteronomy, Dr. Fogelman urged
e Second Generation to fulfill their obligation to “carry the
rch” of the previous generation into the future. She
roposed that child survivors, second, third and later
enerations will probably tell the story with different
“Are survivors in pain, do they get re-traumatized withemphasis and interpretations. “But,” she stressed, “the
incidents such as September 11 or the war in the [Israelksential text written orally and verbally by the survivor
north?” asked Ms. Fogelman. “Some do. Therefore, it imgeneration is what is fundamental.”

plies some do not. Those who are more vulnerable durin e

new cataclysmic disasters are experiencing more uphea\{%ﬁ
during such times and need emotional support.”

all cannot be as brave as Michael Levine and try to save
Jewish people or the world” concluded Dr. Fogelman,
“but we can remember his courage and with each passing day
Ms. Fogelman asserts that what has facilitated healing aftéhink of one act we can do to make a difference to enhance
such massive trauma is that “the pain and suffering that waemeone’s life, and with that we will make it a better
endured was validated by the outside world.” She credits theorld.”

restitution programs that, while “not seem like much and will
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A Prayer for the Childrerwasrecited by Rabbi Arnie Sleuterberg, 2G, as part of a very moving Shabbat service.

A Prayer for the Children

We know and pray for children
who put chocolate fingers on everything, sneak popsicles before supper,
who love to be tickled, who stomp in puddles and ruin their new pants,
who can never find their shoes.

And we remember and pray for the children,
who couldn’t bound down the street in a new pair of shoes,
who couldn’t go outside to play,
who trembled, alone, in their dark hiding places.

We know and pray for children,
who bring us sticky kisses and fistfuls of dandelions,
who hug us in a hurry and forget their lunch money.

And we remember and pray for the children
who never got dessert, who had no safe blanket to drag behind them,
who watched their parents watch them suffer,
who couldn’t find any bread to steal, who didn’t have rooms to clean up,
and whose monsters were real.

We know and pray for children
who spend their allowance before Tuesday,
who throw tantrums in the grocery stores and pick at their food, who like ghtusies,
who shove dirty clothes under the bed, and never rinse out the tub,
who get visits from the tooth fairy, who squirm in shul and scream in the phon
whose tears we sometimes laugh at, and whose smiles can make us cry.

We remember and pray for the children
whose nightmares came in the daytime,
who would eat anything, who couldn’t see a dentist,
who were separated from their family, who weren’t spoiled by anybody,
who went to bed hungry and cried themselves to sleep.

We pray for children who like to be carried, and for those who had to be carried,
for those who gave up and those who did not give up.
For those who grab the hand of those kind enough to offer it,
And for those who found no hand to grab.
For all these precious children, O G-d, we remember and we pray.
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Shari Ferber Kaufman, Daughter of Survivors the Holocaust and the situation now. Israel has shown
value for human life. Hezbollah has shown no value for
f ;hari greeted the audience warmly human life, not their own nor their enemy’s.”

and expressed her admiration ghari nointed out that today the world prizes intellect and
toward the survivors. She empha-

sized that it is our duty to *“help the

world understand the Holocaust from a

more personal perspective” so that this

murderous time will not fade into the ] ) )

past as a “historical event’. She pointedMS- Kaquan_ reminded survivors that our legacy is to share
out “how little the world has changed when it comes to takin§Ur Stories with people and use our experiences as a “tool for
care of the Jewish people”. eaching future generations.”

“Why is it” she asked, “that throughout history the Jewish You are the_chosen and we are your children and we are
people have constantly been held to a higher standard? WYgUr grandchildren. We carry your blood, your strength, and
is it when so many countries throughout the world choose #Pur Will and we will pass on your histories and your lessons
kill their own, or go into other countries and mass murdefnd your insights.” “What you have shared with us will cause
citizens, nobody bothers with them? Why is it that when ¥1€ greatest of ripple effects.”

country of around 6 million people goes to war in order td| stand here as a child of survivors and | promise you that all
defend themselves, they become ‘terrorists'? Because ...tHee pain your eyes carry, all the sorrow in your traumas, the
world is still smitten with ... prejudice and anti-Semitism.”  guilt in your survival, and all your great strides to get to

“We cannot allow the world to draw comparisons betweeN/here you are today will not have been in vain.

sophistication, and we think that intelligent people will not
act the ways the Nazis did. “We believe the Holocaust could
never happen again because people are brighter... [but]
intellect does not bring with it value for human life.”

Speedy Recovery
Wishing a speedy and full recoverylohn Gordon, President of the Child Survivors of the Holocaust, Los Angeles group.

Other News
Losses of the Survivor Community

The Holocaust Survivor world has lost a couple of its giants, as well as onstafiitsh supporters in the past year.

Benjamin Meed, founding president of the American Gathering of Jewish Holocaust 8wsvile empowered American
Jewish Holocaust survivors and their descendants and gave theaicthéo speak with moral authority to the highest elites of
international society—from the ivory tower to the halls of global power.

Paul Spiegel President of the Central Council of Jews in Germany, Child Survivor hidderdgiuBe The Jewish Community
of Germany depended on his insights, comments and opinions in a host of diverse issues. &fid ideads were watched
and listened to. His capability as a great negotiator lead to the tripling of Gernsanrgewt funding of the Jewish community.

Howard Greenfeld, author, publisher, translator, and a friend to many child survivossextensive body of work includes
books for young adults, biographies of great artists, stories about the fowidbe State of Israel, and books about the
Holocaust. His booR he Hidden Childrenfeatured several leaders of the child survivor community, inclustiefanie Seltzer,
President of the World Federation.

Jerzy Ficowski, Polish poet, writer, intellectual, whose books had been translatechamyp languages. Although not Jewish,
he was very supportive of his wife Bieta Ficowska's work orowallcauses and educational work in Poland. He was very
knowledgeable about Judaism and a collector of Judaica. He was the recipiemigii¢sehonors by the Polish government.

Notes from Detroit Conference Participants

“| wanted to let you know that the conference was superb. The best | have paditipaidar. Everything was organized to
the last detail, and all and everybody was in place. The atmosphere was relaxedy amaling at the same time.”

Elisheva van der Hal, Israel

"This was my 4th conference and the best one I've attended! | was very imprébsadtie planning, the organization, the
quality of the programs, session leaders and speakers. Most of all, it wag tenfiesence | 've been to where all the 2nd
generation bonded immediately. It was an unforgettable weekend and | thank you for alleffortsir

Doris Lazarus, Second Generation — Chicago
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“CONGRATULATIONS! You did a fantastic job on the Detroit Confereriteias one of the best organized and well run
conferences, that | have attended in many years. The people were wondenfiilamcafriendly. I, as Second Gen., and chair
of Second Generation of Silicon Valley, was able to network with friends filamwexd the world. | see our Second Gen.
movement as gaining momentum.”

Doris Schwarz, Ph.D., Chair, Second Generation Holocaust Survivor Asshicarh $falley

“Just a brief note to tell you that we had a very intemgséind constructive time at the Conference, even though on my part it
was quite traumatic. | have not thought about the past for mang, yeaf | did think about it, it was much more objective: |
guess | tried to distance myself from it and try to live a @bdife. | have never attended any of these conferences, but from
what John and | experienced, and from what | heard from other attendees, you and wiucrBetdid a marvelous job.”

Erna Perry

“I must commend the Detroit organizing committee for putting together this cooéenéth attention to every detail to make it
the best possible experience for all....We laughed, we cried, we danced and we sanglveays do at the conferences. We
saw lots of old friends and made new ones too. ... Reunions of this family are spectn@ibdormed as survivors and their
descendants reveal their innermost feelings and experiences are unique.

What was most significant was the number of ‘first timers’ of all generatigmrently the Internet has helped reach out to
people who did not have information about previous gatherings. ...Personally, | feltexbigatach out to the second
generation attendees who were at a conference for the first time. Too mangrgletshfe emotional issues we faced when we
first started meeting and | wanted to help these people feel comfortable withetivéfamily’ of brothers and sisters, as we
often refer to ourselves. We do have a lot in common — the variables are about geograplmg atere our parents were on
the pain ladder...camp survivors or hidden children....We do come out stronger and better tftieialyout it.

It will be up to us to make sure the Holocaust is treated fairly and accurateistdrians and teachers and writers. ”
Isabel Alcoff



